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PURPOSE
The Alexandrian Public Library develops, implements, partners in, and sponsors programs designed to support the Library’s mission and to meet the educational, informational, cultural, and recreational needs and interests of the community. Library programs are an extension of the Library’s public service role and its commitment to lifelong learning, intellectual freedom, and public engagement.
GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Library programming is guided by the principles of intellectual freedom and equitable access as reflected in the American Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights. The Library seeks to present a broad range of topics, perspectives, and experiences representing the diversity of human thought and expression. Programs are selected and developed based on factors including community interest, alignment with the Library’s mission, available resources, and suitability for the intended audience. 
Because the Library strives to offer programs that reflect a wide range of interests and viewpoints, not all programs will appeal to all patrons. Library sponsorship of a program does not constitute or imply endorsement of the views, beliefs, or opinions expressed by presenters or participants.
DEFINITION OF LIBRARY-SPONSORED PROGRAMS
Library-sponsored programs include any event, activity, class, club, or gathering that:
· Is planned, hosted, facilitated or promoted by the Library;
· Is advertised through Library channels; and/or
· Is held in Library spaces with Library staff oversight
Library-sponsored programs are public in nature and are not private or exclusive gatherings. No individual or group participating in a library-sponsored program may limit, control, or deny access to others.
PROGRAM PLANNING AND SELECTION
Library staff may use, but are not limited to, the following criteria when planning or approving programs:
· Relation to the Library’s mission and service goals
· Community needs and interests
· Presentation quality and appropriateness for the intended audience
· Presenter background, qualifications and reputation
· Available programming space, staffing and budget considerations
· Connections to other community programs, exhibits or events
Requests from individuals or organizations to present library programs are welcomed and will be considered using the above criteria. Library staff reserve the right to determine which programs receive final approval from outside presenters.
PRESENTERS & PARTNERSHIPS
The Library may seek to form partnerships with community groups, organizations, and institutions in the development and implementation of programming that benefits the public. All partnerships must align with Library policies and the Library’s mission.
COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY
Library-sponsored programs may not be purely commercial or used for the solicitation of business.
· No expectation of making a purchase may be implied as a condition of attending a program
· With approval from Library staff, presenters may provide business cards or information or, in limited cases, offer items for sale, provided attendees are not required to purchase anything to participate
· Program presenters are responsible for handling all sales
· Programs that include vendor options such as craft fairs, conventions and the like will allow items for sale with the expectations that vendors will handle all sales, and that items available will be appropriate for a general, family-friendly public audience and consistent with the library’s mission to provide a welcoming environment for patrons of all ages.
FEES AND DONATIONS
Programs and events are normally offered free of charge. In rare cases where a program involves significant expense, the Library may charge a nominal fee to help offset the cost of speakers and/or materials. Donations to support program costs may be accepted via the Friends of the Alexandrian Public Library.
ATTENDANCE AND REGISTRATION
Programs and events sponsored by the Library are open for attendance by all individuals without regard to residence.
When safety, limited seating, program success, or limited supplies are a concern, the Library may utilize an advance registration process or limit attendance. Priority registration may be given to residents when appropriate. When no advance registration is required, attendance will be on a first-come, first-served basis.
Parental involvement, participation, and attendance are encouraged at programs intended just for children. In some cases, attendance or participation may be limited based on age when appropriate to the program’s purpose, safety considerations, or developmental needs. Some examples may include teen programs being adult-free events to foster independence in a safe space, or adult programming specifically to serve adults in order to create an environment conducive to open discussion, relaxation and peer engagement.
In no case will attendance be limited because program content may be controversial.

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION
Library-sponsored programs are administered by Library staff. The Library reserves the right to modify, reschedule, or cancel programs as necessary due to staffing, safety, space, or other operational considerations. Library staff may also:
· Intervene at any time to ensure programs remain open, safe and welcoming
· Enforce library policies during programs
· Modify or discontinue programs that do not align with library policy or values
PHOTOGRAPHY AND RECORDING
The Library reserves the right to use photographs or video recordings of program participants for internal use, evaluation, publication, and use in Library promotional materials.
CONCERNS AND COMPLAINTS
The Library handles concerns, questions, and complaints about programs according to the same written policies and procedures that govern reconsideration of other Library resources and materials.
EXCLUSIONS
This policy does not apply to Library-hosted fundraising events or donor recognition events.
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